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US University Language Course Enrolments

p—
A little less conversation

US, university language-course
enrolments*, 2016-20, % change 2020 total, ‘000

-30 220 <10 0 10 20 30

Korean 11
Japanese 43
Spanish 394
Total 772
Chinese 27
French 89
German 38
Source: Modern *Based on a survey

Language Association of 1,308 institution:

[he Economist

- Language courses: no courses in hanmun

- Content courses: history, culture, pop culture,
cinema and media studies, visual culture

- Major/Minor programs

- not many universities actually have
Korean studies major or minor (rather,
Korean language major or minor)

- Housed departments/schools: Asian studies,
Asian language and cultures, East Asian languages
and cultures, comparative literature, history, media
studies, ethnic studies

- Universities: top-rank private universities, state-
sponsored/affiliated universities, many liberal art
colleges, some high schools



Academic

Jobs in
Korean
Studies

Korea-related Job Advertisements [2022-2023]

by Discipline & Track

Desired Discipline

Language

East Asian/Asian Studies
PoliSci, Anthro, Socio

Any

Admin, Program Director
Librarian, Library Services
Film Studies, Media Studies
History

Linguistics

Art History, Architecture, Urban Studies
Museum, Curator, Conservation

Literature & Culture

Editorial I
0

#Hr+ableau

Track

il 30

non-TT 53

postdoc 17

N/A 15

Total 115
30 35 40

45

50



« [Penn State University] Teaching Faculty in Korean (Department of Asian
Studies) Teaching Faculty in Korean (Department of Asian Studies) The
Department of Asian Studies at Penn State (University Park) invites applications
for a full-time teaching faculty position in Korean (non-tenure track) to begin in
Fall 2023. This position will be filled at the rank of Lecturer, Assistant Teaching
Professor, or Associate Teaching Professor. Responsibilities include teaching
iIntroductory to advanced Korean language courses, as well as participation in
programmatic service. Teaching load is six courses per year (usually three
courses per semester - standard academic calendar).



» [Massachusetts Institute of Technology] Lecturer in Korean The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Global Languages unit,
Invites applications for one full-time position as a Lecturer in Korean. This is a
three-year appointment beginning July 1, 2024, with the possibility of indefinite
renewals based on favorable performance reviews. This position includes full
benefits. Responsibilities include teaching six Korean language
(undergraduate-level) sections annually,



Special Section:

Unpicking the Hegemonic Threads
in the Production of Korean Studies
in English: Eurocentrism, Cold War
Logics and Questions of Authorship

ADAM BOHNET Associate Professor, University of Western Ontario?
VLADIMIR TIKHONOV Professor, University of Oslo3

Korean Studies in Crisis:
Charles Armstrong’s Tyranny
of the Weak as a case

« Z=Xf) European Journal of
Korean Studies (2021):
https://www.ejks.org.uk/downl
oad/special-section-adam-
bohnet-vladimir-
tikhonov/?wpdmd|=2524&refr
esh=6590566c4c97917039581
248&ind=1639373603250&filen
ame=2470.EJKS%2020.2.1.unbr
anded.2021-08-12.pdf



So, what are the problems in Korean studies?

e “US and the US hegemony in the formation and the development of both South Korean
and English-language Korean studies” (Bohnet and Tikhonov)

» Korean studies in post Cold War era: the structural/systematic conventions continue as
seen in the case of Charles Armstrong’s case

* English-obsessed Korean academic disciplines in South Korea including Korean literature,
Korean history, Korean philosophy, etc. = is this productive for the general advancement
of studies about Korean history and culture?

* Lack of research collaboration: Foreign researchers must master Korean language to the
highest level

* Weak research network: researcher-base and the school-base for longe term research
collaborations and outcomes



What are the opportunities for Korean Studies?

Widening disciplinary coverage: history, literature, religion, sociology, anthropology

—> cultural studies, cinema and transnational media studies, visual history/culture,
sound studies, diaspora studies, environmental humanities, ethnic studies, digital
humanities, Asian Latin American/Asian American/Asia-Afro studies, etc.

Multidisciplinary and comparative: transnational, cross regional, cross cultural, cross
disciplinary, transpacific, transcontinental, archipelagic studies, island
literature/culture, transcontinental, environmental studies, posthumanism,
ecofeminism, Anthropocene, translation studies, medical humanities, etc. *problems |
encounter: lacking depth in historical context, philological works, archival knowledge



Conventional Job descriptions for tenure track Korean

studies positions

- [University of Indiana] We are interested in candidates who combine disciplinary rigor and
area studies expertise to examine real-world challenges facing contemporary Korea and
who are interested in contributing to and benefiting from the Institute for Korean Studies.
We are interested in candidates whose research agenda focuses on domestic topics and
utilizes Korean language sources.

- [Emory University] The Department of Russian and East Asian Languages and Cultures
(REALC) invites applications for a tenure-track Assistant Professor position in Korean Studies
with a background in the humanities including, but not limited to, the fields of literature,
gender, media and cultural studies, philosophy, religion, and history. The candidate is
expected to teach a survey course with a focus on modern Korea. The Department is
particularly interested in candidates whose scholarship is inter-disciplinary and inter-
regional (within East Asia and beyond)



Korean studies positions under the categories of “Asian Studies,” “Diaspora Studies,”

“Asian American Studies,” “Digital Humanities,” “Art History/Curatorial”

e University of Hawaii, “Asian Studies” position

* Expertise in trans-Pacific environmental humanities or environmental justice studies; Research
competence in a relevant Asian language; Ability to develop and teach innovative interdisciplinary
graduate- and undergraduate-students

* University of Hawaii, “Korean Diaspora”

* We are looking for a colleague with demonstrated expertise in Korean diaspora, immigration,
and/or transnationalism in the context of American Studies

* [University of Colorado Boulder] Assistant Professor of Korean Literature and Culture The Department of
Asian Languages and Civilizations at the University of Colorado Boulder invites applications for a tenure-
track Assistant Professor position in Korean Literature and Culture to begin August 2024. Candidates must
have a PhD in Korean literature or a related field. ABD candidates will be considered. However, if the PhD
degree is not conferred by August 19, 2024, the candidate will be appointed initially as an Instructor.



A new trend: Global Asia or Global Asias

Penn State University, Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature and Global Asias

We are interested in applicants whose work contributes to approaches that may include, but are not limited to:
gender, sexuality, and queer studies; race and ethnicity studies; migration and diaspora studies; Indigenous
studies; colonization and decolonization studies; religious studies; environmental humanities; oceanic and
archipelagic studies; and non-aligned relations between and/or among area studies.

As a Comparative Literature department, we are interested in applicants whose teaching and research interests
reach across historical periods as well as mediums of literary and cultural studies. In this role, the Assistant
Professor’s work may contribute to areas including but not limited to poetry and poetics, drama and/or
performance, film and/or new media, sound studies, and/or prose and narrative. Candidates must be engaged in
research that makes use of at least one Asian Ianéuage. We welcome a range of regional and trans-regiona
specializations in any historical period, including but not limited to: inter-Asian, Transpacific, Afro-Asian, and/or
Indian Ocean studies; and comparative approaches to East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Eurasia, and/or global
Asian diasporas.

Simon Fraser University, Refugee Literature and Culture, Global Asia Program

The successful candidate will possess a strong record of research in the literary, cinematic, and other cultural production of refugee subjects
within and/or from Asia (defined broadly), with preference given to candidates with expertise in southeast, southwest, or south Asian refugee
studies. They will have teaching interests and demonstrate exFeriences that are inclusive, interdisciplinary, and cross-border in approach; and
work with two languages in addition to English. Ideally, they will also possess deep ties to one or more communities formed out of the
experience of displacement.

The successful candidate must hold a PhD in Comparative Literature, Asian Studies, Middle East Studies, American Studies, or a closely related
field by the employment start date. However, PhD candidates with solid indication of imminent completion may be hired at the rank of
Instructor and will be promoted to the rank of Assistant Professor upon completion of the PhD. This is a junior faculty position. Only those
eligible to be appointed or promoted to the rank will be considered.



O
C
(g0
¥y
>
)
(g0
i’
(s
()
e
I
i
>
O
O
©
7y
>
o)
i
n
O
(g0
O
S
()
-
)
O
©O
)
(g0
-
=
o)
v

-
S
@)
-
)

QU

S
-

)
(Vg
-
(qo]
Q
-
@)

V4

£
(O]
-

O

)
O
Q

—

e,
)
e
-

)
D
Y

O oKX A&

e
=

o] Fo| Y eI chAl

(¥
=4

—_
o

Bt

« dHAL S| th= 2

R o
LT
e) S o ~O
- 20 =
R %5 o
X OO u_l
= O _
Koo & X
[ F_._LOI ._LoI r
3> < o
) S
= =~ o 4
= SO = 5%
G of
= o~ <
o2 B
- R =
o  cryWl H H
~d m—._l_/ﬂ ._ﬂ_|._ K
3 o BI< |_Ar._ ol
U~ Y R
ol Sozd % X
S -
om £ ol @
pa .w._LoEH_o m_o) [
530 2051 ol M
ol SU &M orko K
T £ RO <oy ol
RN Z01T0 Kogy <0
7S Sml B I
._|.Mwﬂ._oL .WRLO_I #ﬂmﬂ M
_._ﬁmm__ mw/ﬂa____ _.Fd mﬂ
el SX T Ry N
> o Soli K — o
oMl oulE To0 oo
Ikl HAlk Kol U



= 2o

r, got interested in gender/race dimension in transpacific
studies of postcolonial literature in MA, pursues a PhD in transpacific circulation of

blackness in speculative fiction, cinema, etc.

o 0|: a biracial student (black Latin American) studied Japanese and Korean in BA,
worked in Korea as a teache



What Awaits
((USII

_

Creating tenure-track positions in history (both modern and premodern)

Train in multiple languages beyond East Asian languages

Should be more conscious of equity and equality in human rights and
environmental issues

Academic network with various types of schools beyond elite schools

Seminar groups on specific theme/period/topic
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